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Saturday, February 17, 2018 
8:00 p.m. 
Lawrence Memorial Chapel 
 
The Good Soldier Schweik Suite (1957) Robert Kurka 
 I. Overture (1921-1957) 
 II. Lament 
 III. March 
 VI. Finale 




Memento (2011) Travis Cross 
   (b. 1977) 




Red Sky (2012) Anthony Barfield 
   (b. 1983) 
Tim Albright, trombone 
 
 
 INTERMISSION  
 
 
Protest! (2018) arr. Carl Rath 
   (b. 1953) 




Music for Prague 1968 (1968) Karel Husa 
 Introduction and fanfare (1921-2016) 
 Aria 
 Interlude 
 Toccata and chorale 
Protesting oppression 
  
SELECTED PROGRAM NOTES 
The Good Soldier Schweik Suite 
 Robert Kurka was born in Cicero, IL, a suburb of Chicago. He was 
very close to his Czech roots and grew up on Jaroslav Hasek's great 
novel, Good Soldier Svejk (the Czech spelling), which was published 
just two years before Kurka's birth. Kurka composed a six-movement 
suite in the form of character studies of Hasek's novel in 1956, scoring 
it for seven woodwinds and percussion. Kurka completed the two-act 
opera -- about the length of La Bohème -- but died with the 
orchestration incomplete.  The style is brisk, jazzy, and syncopated. The 
opera, set during World War I, follows Schweik's adventures as he is 
arrested for making "traitorous" remarks, goes through a police station, 
an insane asylum, a military hospital, and finally into the Army. 
Eventually sent to the front, he wanders off while on patrol.  
Music for Prague 1968 
 Three main ideas bind the composition together. The first and most 
important is an old Hussite war song from the 15th century, "Ye 
Warriors of God and His Law," a symbol of resistance and hope for 
hundreds of years, whenever fate lay heavy on the Czech nation. It has 
been utilized also by many Czech composers, including Smetana in My 
Country. The beginning of this religious song is announced very softly 
in the first movement by the timpani and concludes in a strong unison 
(Chorale). The song is never used in its entirety.  
 The second idea is the sound of bells throughout; Prague, named 
also the City of "Hundreds of Towers," has used its magnificently 
sounding church bells as calls of distress as well as of victory.  
 The last idea is a motif of three chords first appearing very softly 
under the piccolo solo at the beginning of the piece, in flutes, clarinets 
and horns. Later it reappears at extremely strong dynamic levels, for 
example, in the middle of the Aria.  
 Different techniques of composing as well as orchestrating have been 
used in Music for Prague 1968 and some new sounds explored, such as 
the percussion section in the Interlude, the ending of the work, etc. 
Much symbolism also appears: in addition to the distress calls in the 
first movement (Fanfares), the unbroken hope of the Hussite song, 
sound of bells, or the tragedy (Aria), there is also the bird call at the 
beginning (piccolo solo), symbol of the liberty which the City of Prague 
has seen only for moments during its thousand years of existence.  
-- Karel Husa 
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Special Thanks to the Lawrence University Conservatory 
Instrumental Artist Faculty 
 
Erin Lesser, flute 
Suzanne Jordheim, flute 
Howard Niblock, oboe 
David Bell, clarinet 
Steve Jordheim, saxophone 
Sumner Truax, saxophone 
Carl Rath, bassoon 
James DeCorsey, horn 
John Daniel, trumpet 
Jeffrey Stannard, trumpet 
Nick Keelan, trombone 
Tim Albright, trombone 
Marty Erickson, tuba and 
euphonium 
Dane Richeson, percussion 
Mark Urness, string bass 
Nathan Wysock, guitar 
Kathrine Handford, organ 
Catherine Kautsky, piano 
Michael Mizrahi, piano 
Anthony Padilla, piano 
 
Upcoming Performances 
Performance schedule (Specific repertoire listed on the web page) 
 
Saturday, March 3, 8:00 PM, Symphonic Band 
Saturday, April 14, 8:00 PM, Symphonic Band/Wind Ensemble 
Saturday, May 19, 8:00 PM, Wind Ensemble 
Saturday, May 26, 8:00 PM, Symphonic Band 
 










As a courtesy to the artist and to those in attendance, please be aware that sounds 
such as whispering and the rustling of programs and cellophane wrappers are 
magnified in the hall. Please turn off all watch alarms, pagers, and cellular 
telephones. And please, no flash photography. 
 
